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Iraq: The relief of pro-Egyptian Vice Premier Arif as 
deputy commander of the Iraqi armed forces appears to be 
the first move in the struggle for power between the pro- 
Arif an d pro- Prime Minister Qasim factions in the ruling 
clique. 
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Iraqi Struggle for Power Breaks Into Open 

The removal of pro -Nasi r Vice Premier Arif from 
his _post as deputy commander of the Iraqi armed forces ap- 
pears to be the first overt move in the power struggle, be tween 
pro-Arif and pro-Qasim factions in the ruling clique. Arif, 
who still retains his posts as deputy premier and minister 
of interior, presumably has been effe ctively cut off from the 
direct chain of command in the army. 


Nasir has indicated his support of Arif and will prob- 
ably be alarmed that he is apparently losing ground. He 
may contend that the removal of Arif, whom he claims to 
be the only Iraqi capable of combating Communist influence, 
is a victory for the pro-Soviet and anti-UAR faction. This 
claim could serv e Nasir as an excuse for active interference 
in Iraqi affairs. 
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